INTRODUCING THE BOOK
JUSTICE RANADE was a pioneer in many ields. His immense
intellect took upon itself the task of exploring the sources and
underlying principles of national power. His championship of
social reform and his studies in history and political economy were
aspects of his many-sided talent. The history of the Marathas
interested this nation-builder mainly because their rise exemplified
"the first bpgiiiniqps of what one may weE call the process of
nation-making".
He had intended the work to be presented in two parts. The
first volume was published in 1900. The manuscript notes of the
second part were also nearly ready when new documents were
made available to the public by the Government, necessitating
scholarly scrutiny. But before he could do this, death supervened.
The book is a gem of its kind though Justice Ranade has
modestly referred to this volume as "these stray chapters*'. Its wide
sweep and remarkable grasp of the salient points of Maratha
history show a vision and a command which indicate that he
would have been a great historian if he had not take%- 4jp work
in other fields. No other book has summarised in such a small
compass the vivid outline of the rise of the Maratha power in
so brilliant a fashion. It is a model for historians*'lBH"'studentsr!
The book has wielded such an influence on later study of Maratha
history as well as on the approach to the understanding of the
history of India as a whole that it is rightly considered a classic.
It is being published in the series Classics of Indian History and
Economics as it has become rare. The present volume is a faith-
ful reproduction of the first edition of the work, published a few
months before the author's death in 1901.
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